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SHORT BIO 

I am an urban policy specialist and a university lecturer. I am Adjunct Faculty at the Urban Studies 

Department in Queens College-CUNY, and Teaching Fellow at both the Parsons School of 

Design, and the Milano School of Policy, Management, and Environment at The New School. I 

am a Ph.D. Candidate in Public and Urban Policy at The New School, graduating in February 

2021. My scholarship is driven by developing analytical and methodological tools for the 

empirical investigation of policy interactions in urban studies, and by better understanding the 

role of urban political economy in the production of unequal urban outcomes. 

 

TEACHING PHILOSOPHY 

When lecturing, I resort to a constructivist pedagogical approach in which new knowledge is 

built by resorting to the cognitive structures that students already possess. When presenting new 

concepts, I explain them through linguistic tools and concepts that students are already familiar 

with. I ensure that students provide meaning to the concepts being introduced by themselves. 

My courses are structured on a building-blocks approach, in which we spend the first weeks 

building the basic blocks that students will then apply in later stages of each course. I deliver my 

lectures with extensive visual support from images, photographs, and graphics that help students 

in providing meaning to the new material. I make sure that students are assimilating the content 

of each course by an ongoing evaluation strategy that includes asking them to participate in 

weekly discussion forums, a midterm and a final exam, doing short in-class presentations, and 

engaging in a semester-long final project. 

 

In addition to delivering my lectures, I make sure to provide enough opportunities for students 

to reflect on and apply the content of courses. Facilitating in-depth discussions and the 

application of new knowledge are the cornerstones of my pedagogical approach. For instance, 

in my ‘Economics for Public Policy’ graduate course, I ask students to work in small groups to 

share notes and apply economics concepts and models to real world policy situations. 

Additionally, I require students to meet with me twice during office hours to discuss their plans 

for their final paper. These one-on-one meetings give me an opportunity to clarify any questions 

about the material of the course, and to guide them in the application of the course material into 
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their final projects. In my ‘Urban Politics’ undergraduate course, I ask students to work in a 

semester-long group activity to design a timeline summarizing the content of the course. 

 

Finally, my teaching practice is characterized by a pedagogy of kindness. By this concept I mean 

practicing two things: believing in students and believing students. Believing in students means 

working with each student individually to help them to develop their full potential. For instance, 

I use office hours meetings to provide feedback on how to achieve that their final paper 

contributes to their overall academic interests and professional careers. Additionally, I ask 

lagging students to meet with me during office hours to discuss their performance in the class 

and find ways to bring them up to speed. Believing students means taking their word for true in 

every situation. If a student says they are facing problems outside of the class that are interfering 

with their performance, I believe them and work with them to find feasible ways to move forward. 

I strongly believe that faculty has to be kind and supportive with students. This has proven to be 

especially true in times of Covid-19, where we had to find ways to support each other under the 

rapid remote learning transition. 

 

COURSES TAUGHT 

4. Urban Politics. Queens College-CUNY. Undergraduate. Fall 2019, 2020. Spring 2020, 2021. 

3. Economics for Public Policy. The New School. Graduate. Summer 2020. Fall 2020. 

2. Researching New York City. Queens College-CUNY. Graduate. Summer 2020. 

1. Master’s Thesis Studio. Parsons School of Design. Graduate. Spring 2018, 2020. 

 

STUDENT ADVISEES: MASTER’S THESIS 

11. Supervisor. Debrah Gordon (in progress), “Implications of COVID-19 for the urban 

experience related to public space”. Urban Studies Department, Queens College-CUNY. 

10. Supervisor. Freddy Gomez (in progress), “Problems of the NYC Department of Education 

during the Covid-19 pandemic”. Urban Studies Department, Queens College-CUNY. 

9. Supervisor. Jaime Gómez (in progress), “Local Government Accountability in Urban 

Development Policy: The Case of San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato, Mexico”. University of 

Guadalajara. 

8. Co-supervisor. Maha Al-Khater (2020) “Non-sustainable egosystems: Golf futurism & Qatar”. 

MA Theories of Urban Practice, Parsons School of Design. 

7. Co-supervisor. Obianozo Jessica Chukwuma (2020), “Urban Beauty: Equity Entrepreneurship 

and Black Womanhood”, MS in Design and Urban Ecologies, Parsons School of Design. 

6. Co-supervisor. Sana Akram (2020), “Engendering (In)mmigrant space: Exploring Collaborative 

Storytelling to Rediscover Little Pakistan”, MS in Design and Urban Ecologies, Parsons School of 

Design. 



David López-García   Teaching Portfolio 
  
 

 3 

5. Co-supervisor. Jessica Schwartz (2020), “Life Above Buildings: Rooftop Agriculture and the 

Creation of a Sustainable New York”, MA Theories of Urban Practice, Parsons School of Design. 

4. Co-supervisor. Mariana Kiwi Mouro Barros (2020), “Resilience Plan for Marginal Protection 

Strips in Risk of Flood, Erosion and Landslide, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil”, MS in Design and Urban 

Ecologies, Parsons School of Design. 

3. Co-supervisor. Saba Aregai (2020), Remittances Impact on the Urban Fabric of Adigrat, 

Ethiopia, MA Theories of Urban Practice, Parsons School of Design. 

2. Supervisor. Luisa Lazo Trujillo (2019) “Local Governments’ Accountability: An Exploration of 

the Determinants of Reelection in Mexico, 2014-2018”. University of Guadalajara. 

1. Supervisor. Manuel Bazán Cruz (2017) “An Analytical and Implementation Analysis of 

Transparency: The Case of the Indigenous Languages National Institute”. University of 

Guadalajara. 
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APPENDIX 1. TEACHING EVALUATIONS  

(scanned forms available upon request) 

 

 

Table 1. Evaluation from The New School 

 
 What is your 

overall rating of 
this instructor's 
teaching 
effectiveness? 

The instructor 
was well 
prepared. 

The instructor’s 
feedback was 
helpful. 

The instructor 
was able to 
communicate 
the subject 
matter well. 

The instructor 
motivated me 
to do my best 
work. 

The instructor 
was respectful 
of ethnic and 
cultural 
differences and 
diverse points 
of view. 

Economics for 
Management and 

Public Policy 
(Summer, 2020) 

4.82 4.91 4.91 4.82 4.91 4.90 

Economics for 
Management and 

Public Policy  
(Fall, 2019) 

4.53 4.58 4.63 4.37 4.42 4.79 

Economics for 
Management and 

Public Policy  
(Spring, 2019) 

4.67 4.67 5.00 4.67 4.67 5.00 

Mean scores: 1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree 

 

 

 

Table 2. Evaluations from Queens College-CUNY 

 
 What is your 

overall 
evaluation of 
the instructor, 
as distinct from 
the course? 

The instructor 
presents the 
content in a 
clear and lucid 
manner. 

The instructor 
provides useful 
feedback 

The instructor 
interacts well 
with students. 

The instructor 
is available 
outside of 
class. 
 

The instructor 
returns 
assignments/exams 
in a timely fashion. 

Urban Politics 
(Fall, 2019) 

 
4.5 4.5 4.6 4.7 4.8 4.5 

Mean scores: 1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree 
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APPENDIX 2. QUALITATIVE WRITTEN EVALUATIONS 

(scanned forms available upon request) 

 
“David Lopez Garcia is a gem! He is the main reason I learned and understood most of the course. He has 
a gift for teaching that is only surpassed by his compassion. He was helpful, supportive, passionate and 
inspiring”. 
 
“Prof. Lopez is an incredible teacher: his clarity and patience were crucial to the course. He's also extremely 
enthusiastic about the subject and it came across in all of our lessons. He was also very good at allocating 
the time during class”. 
 
“David clearly has a passion for the subject, which makes learning more interesting! He organized the 
readings and topics well and is adept at making complex concepts understandable”. 
 
“I think David did an excellent job transitioning to virtual learning, which can be quite challenging!” 
 
“David was great; he was helpful, sympathetic, genuinely cared about students learning”. 

“David is an excellent instructor. David is patient, persistent, and eager to go out of the way to make all 
students feel supported”. 

“David always explained things as clearly as possible. When someone didn't understand, he would always 
try and explain it in a new way which I appreciate”. 

“Always prepared and organized with detailed and engaging presentations. Graded assignments quickly 
and was always available for office hours”. 

“David is enthusiastic and engaging. He does a great job of summarizing concepts and is committed to 
helping students understand economics. I appreciate his patience when people are confused or ask lots 
of questions. His presentations and accompanying graphics are relevant and help to advance the lessons 
learned in the readings. Thank you!” 

“David was very patient and helpful. Without his contributions to the course through the lab portion, I do 
not know that I would have walked away from the overall Economics course with any deeper knowledge 
of economics than I had before taking the course.” 

“David was amazing. His enthusiasm always pushed me to continue to want to understand the topic. If it 
wasn't for David, I wouldn't have been able to understand my assignments and pass my exam.” 

“David gave helpful advice and was attentive to the needs of students and worked very hard to make sure 
students understood the material”. 

“David is a great teacher in the sense that he puts a lot of effort and is approachable/willing to support”. 

“David was a fantastic instructor. He was able to explain the course material in a way that was easier to 
understand”. 

“Please give this man a raise, more funding or some kind of reward for his outstanding support for this 
course. He was FANTASTIC!” 


